
Mapping science engageMent practitioners

Ecsite stands for creative energy, rich diversity and motivated 
spirit. Ecsite strives for a cohesive community so that each 
institution feels they are an integrated member of the network. 
We connect with a multitude of stakeholders from the public  
and private sectors. 

Ecsite’s members shape the organization and its direction with 
their energy, focus and initiative. Our membership is a diverse 
mix of science centres and museums, natural history museums, 
aquaria, zoos, universities, research institutions,  
private companies, networks, science festival and more.

Egypt
a

fr
ic

a
Alexandria

Bibliotheca Alexandrina Planetarium
 Science Center

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Tunisia

Tunis
Cité des Sciences de Tunis

Science Centre/M
useum

a
M

onastir
Sciences Palace M

onastir
Science Centre/M

useum
a

India

asia

Kolkata
National Council of Science M

useum
s

Other
a

Israel
Beer Sheva

Carasso Science Park
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Haifa
M

adaTech - The Israel National M
useum

 of Science,Technology & Space
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Ram
at-Gan

M
an and the Living W

orld M
useum

Natural History M
useum

a
Jerusalem

The Bloom
field Science M

useum
 Jerusalem

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Japan

Tokyo
M

iraikan - National M
useum

 of Em
erging Science and Innovation

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Kuw

ait
Kuw

ait
K.S.C.C. - The Scientific Center of Kuw

ait
Science Centre/M

useum
a

M
alaysia

Kuala Lum
pur

Petrosains - The Discovery Centre
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Kuala Terrengganu
Terengganu Science Creativity Centre

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Saudi Arabia

Riyadh
M

ishkat Interactive Center for Atom
ic & Renew

able Energy
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Singapore
Singapore

M
arina Bay Sands Pte Ltd

Science Centre/M
useum

a
South Corea

Gyeonggi-do
Sigongtech

Private Com
pany

s
Taiw

an
Taipei

National Taiw
an Science Education Center

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Thailand

Pathum
thani

National Science M
useum

 Thailand
Science Centre/M

useum
a

United Arab Em
irates

Abu Dhabi
ADSC - Abu Dhabi Science Center

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Dubai

Children’s City
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Dubai M
edia City

M
TE Studios FZ-LLC

Private Com
pany

s
Austria

EuropE

Linz
Ars Electronica Linz Gm

bH
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Klagenfurt am
 W

örthersee
Blue cube & kidsm

obil
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Krem
s

Departm
ent for Im

age Science - Donau Universitaet Krem
s

Other
a

Vienna
Event M

arketing Service Gm
bH - EM

S Exhibits
Private Com

pany
s

Graz
FRida & freD - The Graz Children’s M

useum
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Vienna
Haus Der M

usik Betriebsgesm
bH

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Vienna

Natural History M
useum

 Vienna
Natural History M

useum
a

Innsbruck
rtd services

Private Com
pany

s
Vienna

Science Center Netzw
erk

Other
a

Vienna
Technology M

useum
 Vienna

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Graz

Universalm
useum

 Joanneum
 - UM

J Gm
bH

Science Centre/M
useum

f
W

els
W

elios Betriebs-Gm
bH

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Belgium

Genk
Cosm

odrom
e - Kattevennen-Europlanetarium

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Herentals

Hidrodoe
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Brussels
International Polar Foundation F.u.p.

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Brussels

M
usée Scientastic

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Fram

eries
PASS - Parc d’Aventures Scientifiques

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Brussels

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences
Natural History M

useum
f

Brussels
Scottish Enterprise

Other
a

M
echelen

Technopolis - The Flem
ish Science Center

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Brussels

W
est M

idlands European Centre
Other

a
Croatia

Zagreb
Aquis

Private Com
pany

s
Czech Republic

Prague
Center for Adm

inistration and Operations - Academ
y of Sciences of the Czech Republic

Other
a

Ostrava-Vítkovice
Dolní oblast VITKOVICE / Low

er VÍTKOVICE
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Liberec
iQlandia Science Centre Liberec

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Brno

M
oravian Science Centre Brno

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Pardubice

Science Gallery Gam
a

Other
a

Pilsen
Techm

ania science center o.p.s.
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Ostrava
Vysoká škola báňská - Technical University of Ostrava

Other
a

Denm
ark

Bjerringbro
Danish M

useum
 of Energy

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Hellerup

Experim
entarium

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Aarhus

iNANO - Interdisciplinary Nanoscience center, University of Aarhus
Other

a
Billund

LEGO Education Experiences
Private Com

pany
s

Aarhus
Natural History M

useum
Natural History M

useum
f

Sønderborg
NTS Centeret - National centre for Science, Technology and Health Education Denm

ark
Other

a
Aarhus

Steno M
useum

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Copenhagen

Tycho Brahe Planetarium
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Nordborg
Universe Science Park Foundation

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Estonia

Tartu
AHHAA Science Centre Foundation

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Finland

Rovaniem
i

Arctic centre - University of Lapland
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Vantaa
Heureka - The Finnish Science Centre

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Rovaniem

i
M

etsähallitus / Pilke Science Centre
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Oulu
NSCF - Nordisk Science Center Forbund

Other
f

M
änttä

Gustaf and Gösta Serlachius Fine Arts Foundation
Other

a
Oulun Kaupunki

Tietom
aa Science Centre

Science Centre/M
useum

f
France

Paris
AM

CSTI
Other

a
Bordeaux

Cap Sciences
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Grenoble
CCSTI La Casem

ate Grenoble 
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Toulouse
Cité de l’Espace - SEM

 SEM
ECCEL

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Paris

CNAM
 - Conservatoire National des Arts & M

étiers
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Evry
Conseil Général de l’Essonne

Other
a

Paris
DM

CEM
 - Banque de France

Other
a

Rennes
Espace des Sciences

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Vitry-sur-Seine

Exploradôm
e

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Paris

Fonds de dotation Universcience Partenaires
Other

f
Villeneuve d’Ascq

Forum
 départem

ental des sciences
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Strasbourg
Le Vaisseau

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Toulouse

M
uséum

 de Toulouse
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Orléans
M

uséum
 des Sciences Naturelles d’Orléans

Natural History M
useum

a
Paris

M
uséum

 National d’Histoire Naturelle
Natural History M

useum
f

Boulogne-sur-M
er

Nausicaa - Centre National de la M
er

Aquarium
/Zoo

f
Nantes

Quartier de la Création
Other

a
Toulouse

Science Anim
ation M

idi-Pyrénées
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Périgueux
Lascaux - l’Exposition Internationale SPL

Other
a

Petite-Rosselle
Syndicat M

ixte M
usée La M

ine
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Paris
TRACES - Espace des Sciences Pierre-Gilles de Gennes

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Paris

universcience
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Lyon
Université de Lyon - Service Science et Société - CCSTI du Rhône

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Nantes

Université de Nantes
Other

a
Strasbourg

Université de Strasbourg - Jardin des Sciences
Other

f
M

ontpellier
Université M

ontpellier II - Pôle Culture Scientifique
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Saint-Ours-les Roches
Vulcania - SEM

 Volcans
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Germ
any

Frankfurt am
 M

ain
Concepts Plus CJ Boyle

Private Com
pany

s
Dortm

und
DASA

Science Centre/M
useum

f
M

unich
Deutsches M

useum
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Ham
burg

Dialogue Social Enterprise Gm
bH

Private Com
pany

s
Pirm

asens
Dynam

ikum
 Pirm

asens e.V
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Garching
EFDA - European Fusion Developm

ent Agreem
ent

Other
a

Cologne
Effektschm

iede Gm
bH

Other
s

Heilbronn
experim

enta - Science Center der Region Heilbronn-Franken gGm
bH

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Nurem

berg
Gem

einnützige turm
dersinne Gm

bH
Science Centre/M

useum
a

M
erseburg

Germ
an Chem

istry M
useum

 M
erseburg

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Brem

erhaven
Germ

an National M
aritim

e M
useum

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Heidelberg

Institute for Plastination e. K. - Body W
orlds Exhibition

Other
s

Cologne
KölnPUB - Publikum

 und Biotechnologie - e.V.
Other

a
Schw

aig bei Nürnberg
Kurt Hüttinger Gm

bH& Co. KG
Private Com

pany
s

Oberhausen
LVR-Industriem

useum
 Oberhausen

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Giessen

M
athem

atikum
 e.V.

Other
a

Stuttgart
M

illa & Partner Gm
bH

Private Com
pany

s
Olching

M
KT AG

Private Com
pany

s
Düsseldorf

M
obiles M

usik M
useum

Other
a

W
olfsburg

phæ
no gGm

bH
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Flensburg
Phänom

enta
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Brem
erhaven

PHÄNOM
ENTA Brem

erhaven e.V.
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Frankfurt am
 M

ain
Physikalischer Verein Frankfurt

Other
a

Cologne
SK-Stiftung CSC - Cologne Science Center

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Berlin

Spectrum
 - Deutsches Technikm

useum
 Berlin

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Dresden

Stiftung Deutsches Hygiene-M
useum

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Heidelberg

Stiftung Jugend und W
issenschaft Heidelberg Gm

bH
Science Centre/M

useum
a

M
ettm

ann
Stiftung Neanderthal M

useum
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Berlin
studio klv Gm

bH & Co. KG
Private Com

pany
s

Dresden
Technische Sam

m
lungen der Stadt Dresden

Science Centre/M
useum

a
M

annheim
TECHNOSEUM

 - Landesm
useum

 für Technik und Arbeit in M
annheim

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Oberhausen

TOP SECRET E.V.
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Berlin
Triad Berlin Projektgesellschaft m

bH
Private Com

pany
s

Berlin
Trillian Gm

bH
Private Com

pany
s

Brem
en

Universum
 M

anagem
entges Gm

bH
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Völklingen
W

eltkulturerbe Völklinger Hütte - Europäisches Zentrum
 für Kunst und Industriekultur

Science Centre/M
useum

f
M

ünster
W

estfälisches Pferdem
useum

 M
ünster gGm

bH
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Brem
en

W
FB W

irtschaftsförderung Brem
en Gm

bH
Other

a
Greece

Pallini Attikis
Ellinogerm

aniki Agogi SA
Other

f
Athens

Eugenides Foundation
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Athens
Hellenic Physical Society

Other
a

Thessaloniki
Tetragon Ltd.

Private Com
pany

s
Hungary

Budapest
Budapest Science Center Foundation - Palace of M

iracles
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Gyor
M

obilis Public Benefit Nonprofit Ltd. - M
obilis Science Center

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Iceland

Reykjavik
Icelandic Science Center Preparation Group

Other
a

Ireland
Dublin

Exploration Station-Irish Childrens M
useum

 Ltd.
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Dublin
Science Gallery, Trinity College

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Italy

Parm
a

Associazione Culturale GOOGOL
Other

a
Genoa

Associazione Festival della Scienza
Other

f
Turin

CentroScienza Onlus Assoziazione
Science Centre/M

useum
f

M
onserrato - Cagliari

Dipartim
ento di Fisica Citta della Universitaria

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Rom

e
Enrico Ferm

i Center
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Naples
Fondazione IDIS - Città della Scienza

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Bologna

Fondazione M
arino Golinelli

Other
a

Arenzano (Genoa)
Fondazione M

uvita srl
Other

a
Perugia

Fondazione POST - Perugia Offi
cina per la Scienza e la Tecnologia

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Bologna

form
icablu srl

Private Com
pany

s
Cardoneghe (Padua)

Gruppo PLEIADI
Other

a
Florence

Istituto e M
useo di Storia della Scienza-M

useo Galileo
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Rom
e

Istituto Nazionale di Fisica Nucleare
Other

a
Trento

M
USE - M

useo delle Scienze
Natural History M

useum
f

Rom
e

M
usei Scientifici di Rom

a - Planetarium
 and Astronom

ical M
useum

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Rom

e
M

useo dei Bam
bini S.C.S. ONLUS

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Cam

erino
M

useo di Scienze Naturali dell’Università di Cam
erino

Science Centre/M
useum

a
M

ilan
M

useo Nazionale della Scienza e della Tecnologia - ‘Leonardo da Vinci’
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Perugia
Psiquadro scarl

Other
a

Turin
Regione Piem

onte Assessorato Cultura
Other/Association

a
Aosta

Science Centre Aosta - Istituzione scolastica Corrado Gex
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Grignano
Science Centre Im

m
aginario Scientifico

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Trieste

Sissa M
edialab srl

Other
f

Bologna
Tecnoscienza.it

Other
a

Latvia
Cēsis

Biedrība ‘Vidzem
es inovāciju un uzņēm

ējdarbības centrs’ - VIUC Association 
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Riga
Children’s Science Centre ‘Tehnoannas pagrabi’ 

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Lithuania

Klaipeda
Lithuanian Sea m

useum
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Luxem
burg

Luxem
bourg

M
usée national d’histoire naturelle

Natural History M
useum

a
M

alta
Kalkara

The M
alta Council for Science and Technology

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Netherlands

Kerkrade
Continium

 – Discovery Center Kerkrade
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Nieuw
egein

Heijm
erink W

agem
akers Vorm

geversatelier B.V.
Private Com

pany
s

Rotterdam
M

aritiem
 M

useum
 Rotterdam

Science Centre/M
useum

a
The Hague

M
useon - M

useum
 voor Cultuur en W

etenschap
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Leiden
M

useum
 Boerhaave

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Leiden

Naturalis - Nederlands Centrum
 voor Biodiversiteit

Natural History M
useum

a
Lelystad

Nieuw
 Land Erfgoedcentrum

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Am

sterdam
NorthernLight Design BV

Private Com
pany

s
Lelystad

Ontdekhoek Nederland Stichting
Other

a
Delft

Science Center Delft
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Am
sterdam

Science Center NEM
O-NCW

T
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Groningen
Science LinX - University of Groningen

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Noordw

ijk
Space Expo

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Herw

ijnen
Stichting GeoFort

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Eindhoven

Stichting Techniekprom
otie

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Am

sterdam
The Unschooled M

ind Com
pany

Other
a

Utrecht
Tinker Im

agineers bv
Private Com

pany
s

Hengelo Ov
Tw

ents Techniekm
useum

 HEIM
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Utrecht
Universiteitsm

useum
 Utrecht

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Am

sterdam
Vereniging Science Centra Nederland

Other
a

Am
sterdam

Very Disco Foundation - Discovery Festival
Other

a
Norw

ay
Oslo

Expology AS
Private Com

pany
s

Grålum
INSPIRIA science center AS

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Næ

rbø
Jæ

rm
useet

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Trom

so
Nordnorsk Vitensenter

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Bodoe

Norsk Luftfartsm
useum

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Oslo

Norsk Teknisk M
useum

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Bergen

Vilvite, Bergen Vitensenter AS
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Ås
Vitenparken

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Trondheim

Vitensenteret i Trondheim
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Gjoevik
Vitensenteret Innlandet

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Poland

Bialystok
Bialystok University of Technology

Other
a

Gdańsk
Centrum

 Hew
elianum

Science Centre/M
useum

a
W

arsaw
Centrum

 Nauki Kopernik
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Gdynia
EXPERYM

ENT Science Centre in Gdynia
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Toruń
Innovation Centre M

ill of Know
ledge

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Łódź

«Instytucja Kultury «»EC1 Łódź - M
iasto Kultury»

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Sopot

Pom
eranian Specjal Econom

ic Zone sp. Z o.o
Private Com

pany
s

Portugal
Proença-a-Nova

Associação Centro Ciência Viva de Proença-a-Nova
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Braganca
Centro Ciência Viva de Braganca

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Estrem

oz
Centro Ciência Viva de Estrem

oz
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Lagos
Centro Ciência Viva De Lagos

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Tavira

Centro Ciência Viva de Tavira
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Lousal
Centro Ciência Viva do Lousal

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Santa M

aria da Feira
Cogitus soc de anim

ação turistica e científica s.a
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Lisbon
EPAL W

ater M
useum

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Coim

bra
Exploratório Infante D. Henrique

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Aveiro

Fabrica Science Centre - Universidade de Aveiro
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Porto
Fundação da Juventude

Other
a

Coim
bra

Fundação M
useu da Ciência da Universidade de Coim

bra
Other

f
Lisbon

Oceanário de Lisboa, S.A.
Aquarium

/Zoo
f

Lisbon
Pavilion of Know

ledge - Ciência Viva
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Lisbon
Planetarium

 Calouste Gulbenkian - Science Alive Centre
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Russia
M

oscow
AZPI Electronics

Other
a

M
oscow

PM
 Developm

ent Foundation
Other

a
M

oscow
The Polytechnic M

useum
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Serbia
Belgrade

Center for prom
otion of science

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Belgrade

DC-Link, Laboratory of know
ledge

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Slovakia

Bratislava
Atlantis Science Center n.o.

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Ljubljana

RDA LUR Reg Dev Agency of Ljubljana Urban Region
Other

a
Ljubljana

Technical M
useum

 of Slovenia
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Ljubljana
Ustanova Hisa eksperim

entov - The House of Experim
ents

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Spain

Seville
ACCIONA Producciones y Diseño, S.A.

Private Com
pany

s
Barcelona

Barcelona Ciència - Institut de Cultura de Barcelona
Other

a
Zam

udio
BTEK Bizi Teknologia

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Valencia

Ciudad de las Artes y las Ciencias
Science Centre/M

useum
f

La Coruña
Coruña City Council - M

useos Científicos Coruñeses
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Usurbil
Elhuyar Fundazioa

Science Centre/M
useum

a
M

adrid
FECYT - Fundación Española para la Ciencia y la Tecnología

Other
f

Barcelona
Fundacio ‘la CAIXA’ - Cosm

oCaixa Barcelona
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Teruel
Fundación Conjunto Paleontológico de Teruel-Dinópolis

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Granada

Fundación Descubre
Other

a
M

adrid
Fundacion ‘La Caixa’ - Cosm

oCaixa M
adrid

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Barcelona

m
m

aca-m
useu de m

atem
àtiques de Catalunya

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Orihuela

M
udic-VBS-CV

Science Centre/M
useum

a
San Sebastián

M
usealia Entertainm

ent SL
Private Com

pany
s

Las Palm
as de Gran Canaria

M
useo Elder de la Ciencia y la Tecnologia

Science Centre/M
useum

a
M

adrid
M

useo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales - CSIC
Natural History M

useum
a

Cornellà de Llobregat
M

useu Agbar de les Aigües
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Barcelona
M

useu de Ciències Naturals de Barcelona
Natural History M

useum
f

Granada
Parque de las Ciencias

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Sw

eden
Skövde

Balthazar Science Center
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Stenstorp
Dalénium

 - Science Center
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Linkoping
Dataton AB

Private Com
pany

s
Borlänge

Fram
tidsm

useet
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Trollhättan
Innovatum

 Science Center AB
Science Centre/M

useum
a

M
alm

ö
M

alm
ö M

useum
s

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Göteborg

M
aritim

e M
useum

 & Aquarium
Aquarium

/Zoo
a

Stenungssund
M

olekylverkstan Kulturhuset Fregatten
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Borås
NAVET Science Center

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Stockholm

Nobel M
useum

 - Nobelm
useet

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Norrköping

Norrköping Visualisering Center AB
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Visby
Sw

edish Exhibition Agency
Other

a
Stockholm

Sw
edish M

useum
 of Natural History

Natural History M
useum

a
M

ellosa
Sw

edish Science Centers
Other

a
Härnösand

TECHNICHUS i M
ittsverige AB

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Luleå

Teknikens Hus
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Stockholm
Tekniska M

useet - Teknoram
a

Science Centre/M
useum

f
Södertälje

Tom
 Tits Experim

ent AB
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Gothenburg
Universeum

 AB
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Lund
Vattenhallen Science Center LTH

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Stockholm

Vetenskapens Hus
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Sw
itzerland

Geneva
CERN - European Organization for Nuclear Research

Other
a

Collonge-Bellerive
Earth Focus Foundation

Other
a

Vevey
Fondation Alim

entarium
 - Food M

useum
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Volketsw
il

Kindercity AG
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Lugano
L’ideatorio Universita della Svizzera Italiana

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Geneva

M
HN - M

uséum
 d’histoire naturelle de Genève

Natural History M
useum

a
Bern

M
useum

 für Kom
m

unikation
Science Centre/M

useum
a

W
interthur

Sw
iss Science Centre Technoram

a
Science Centre/M

useum
f

W
att

Sw
iss Space M

useum
 Supporters Association

Other
a

Zurich
Zürcher Hochschule der Künste

Other
a

Turkey
Bursa

Bursa Science and Technology Center
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Eskisehir
Eskisehir Science & Experim

ent Center of M
etropolitan M

unicipality and Sabanci Planetarium
Science Centre/M

useum
f

Ankara
Feza Gürsey Bilim

 M
erkezi

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Kayseri

Kayseri Science Center
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Gaziantep
M

etropolitan M
unicipality of Gaziantep

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Ankara

Tübitak
Other

a
United Kingdom

Bristol
At-Bristol

Science Centre/M
useum

f
London

Centre of the Cell
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Dundee
Dundee Science Centre

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Edinburgh

Edinburgh International Science Festival
Other

a
Dartford

Electrosonic System
s Ltd

Other
s

Penryn
Engineered Arts Lim

ited
Private Com

pany
s

Halifax
Eureka! The National Children’s M

useum
Science Centre/M

useum
a

London
Event Com

m
unications Ltd

Private Com
pany

s
Glasgow

Glasgow
 Science Centre Lim

ited
Science Centre/M

useum
f

New
castle upon Tyne

International Centre for Life
Science Centre/M

useum
f

London
King’s College London

Other
a

London
National M

aritim
e M

useum
 & Royal Observatory Greenw

ich
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Cardiff
National M

useum
 W

ales
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Liverpool
National M

useum
s Liverpool

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Edinburgh

National M
useum

s of Scotland
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Leicester
National Space Centre

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Edinburgh

Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh
Other

a
Aberdeen

Satrosphere Science Centre
Science Centre/M

useum
a

London
Science M

useum
Science Centre/M

useum
f

London
Science Projects Ltd

Other
a

Leicestershire
Snibston Discovery Park

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Bristol

The Association for Science and Discovery Centres
Other

a
London

The Natural History M
useum

Natural History M
useum

f
Hailsham

The Observatory Science Centre
Science Centre/M

useum
a

London
The Royal Society

Other
a

London
The W

ellcom
e Trust

Other
a

Birm
ingham

Thinktank
Science Centre/M

useum
f

New
castle Upon Tyne

Tyne & W
ear Archives & M

useum
s

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Belfast

W
5 - W

how
hatw

henw
herew

hy
Science Centre/M

useum
a

London
W

ellcom
e Collection

Science Centre/M
useum

a
W

inchester
W

inchester Science Centre and Planetarium
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Australia
o

c
ea

n
ia

Canberra
Questacon - National Science and Technology Center

Science Centre/M
useum

a
W

est Perth
Scitech Discovery Centre

Science Centre/M
useum

a
Brazil

the aMericas

Rio de Janeiro
M

useum
 of Life/Osw

aldo Cruz Fundation 
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Canada
M

ontreal
Centre des Sciences de M

ontréal - Société du Vieux-Port de M
ontréal inc.

Science Centre/M
useum

a
M

ontreal
M

CI
Private Com

pany
s

Sudbury
Science North / Science Nord

Science Centre/M
useum

a
M

ontréal
X3 Productions

Private Com
pany

s
Chile

Santiago de Chile
M

useo Interactivo M
irador

Science Centre/M
useum

a
M

exico
M

exico
Dirección General de Divulgación de la Ciencia Universum

, M
useo de las Ciencias/UNAM

Science Centre/M
useum

a
United States

San José
Children’s Discovery M

useum
 of San Jose

Science Centre/M
useum

a
San Francisco

Exploratorium
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Corona
New

 York Hall of Science
Science Centre/M

useum
a

Atlanta
Prem

ier Exhibitions, Inc.
Private Com

pany
s

Boston
The M

useum
 of Science, Boston

Science Centre/M
useum

a
New

 York
Unified Fields Inc.

Private Com
pany

s

ecsite network 
2013

Where Will you hang yours?

Share pictures of your team and this map up on your wall 
on Ecsite’s Facebook page, LinkedIn or Twitter. 
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European 
engagement 
opportunities 
2013

74 members involved in 9 pan-European 
projects through Ecsite

V
O

IC
ES

PL
A

C
ES

AHHAA Science centre FoundAtion (tArtu, eStoniA)
BiedrīBA “VidzemeS inoVāciju un uzņēmējdArBīBAS centrS”  

(cēSiS, LAtViA)
BudApeSt Science center FoundAtion - pALAce oF mirAcLeS (HungAry)
ccSti LA cASemAte grenoBLe (FrAnce)
copernicuS Science centre (WArSAW, poLAnd)
coSmocAixA, FundAcio “LA cAixA” (BArceLonA, SpAin)
deutScHeS muSeum (municH, germAny)
experimentArium (HeLLerup, denmArk)
FondAzione idiS - città deLLA ScienzA (nApLeS, itALy)
FormicABLu SrL (BoLognA, itALy)
HeLLenic pHySicAL Society (AtHenS, greece)
HeurekA - tHe FinniSH Science centre (VAntAA, FinLAnd)
innoVAtion centre miLL oF knoWLedge (toruń, poLAnd)
internAtionAL centre For LiFe (neWcAStLe upon tyne, united kingdom)
LitHuAniAn SeA muSeum (kLAipedA, LitHuAniA)
muSeo nAzionALe deLLA ScienzA e deLLA tecnoLogiA ‘LeonArdo dA 

Vinci’ (miLAn, itALy)
pArque de LAS cienciAS (grAnAdA, SpAin)
pAViLion oF knoWLedge (pAViLHão do conHecimento) - ciênciA ViVA 

(LiSBon, portugAL)
royAL BeLgiAn inStitute oF nAturAL ScienceS (BruSSeLS, BeLgium)
Science center nemo (AmSterdAm, netHerLAndS)
Science center netzWerk (ViennA, AuStriA)
Science gALLery, trinity coLLege (duBLin, ireLAnd
tecHmAniA Science center (piLSen, czecH repuBLic)
tekniSkA muSeet - teknorAmA (nAtionAL muSeum oF Science & 

tecHnoLogy - StockHoLm, SWeden)
tHe nAturAL HiStory muSeum, London (united kingdom)
uniVerScience (pAriS, FrAnce)
uniVerSum mAnAgementgeS gmBH (Bremen, germAny)
uStAnoVA cc - tHe HouSe oF experimentS (LjuBLjAnA, SLoVeniA)

AHHAA Science centre FoundAtion (tArtu, eStoniA) 
BiALyStok uniVerSity oF tecHnoLogy (BiALyzStok, poLAnd) 
BudApeSt Science center FoundAtion - pALAce oF mirAcLeS (HungAry) 
cAp Science (BordeAux, FrAnce) 
ccSti LA cASemAte (grenoBLe, FrAnce) 
centro ciênciA ViVA de eStremoz (etremoz, portugAL) 
centro ciênciA ViVA de tAVirA (tAVirA, portugAL) 
cité de L’eSpAce (touLouSe, FrAnce) 
copernicuS Science centre (WArSAW, poLAnd) 
deutScHeS muSeum (municH, germAny) 
diScoVery center continium (kerkrAde, netHerLAndS) 
expLorAdôme (Vitry-Sur-Seine, FrAnce) 
FondAzione idiS - città deLLA ScienzA (nApLeS, itALy) 
gLASgoW Science centre Limited (gLASgoW, united kingdom) 
HeurekA - tHe FinniSH Science centre (VAntAA, FinLAnd) 
internAtionAL centre For LiFe (neWcAStLe upon tyne, united kingdom) 
iStituto e muSeo di StoriA deLLA ScienzA-muSeo gALiLeo (FLorence, 

itALy) 
mAdAtecH – tHe iSrAeL nAtionAL muSeum oF Science (HAiFA, iSrAeL) 
moLekyLVerkStAn kuLturHuSet FregAtten (StenungSSung, SWeden) 
muSe - muSeo deLLe Scienze (trento, itALy) 
muSeoS cientíFicoS coruñeSeS (A coruñA, SpAin) )
nordnorSk VitenSenter (trømSo, norWAy) 
ntS centeret - nAtionAL centre For Science, tecHnoLogy And HeALtH 

educAtion (SønderBorg, denmArk) 
pArque de LAS cienciAS (grAnAdA, SpAin) 
pAViLion oF knoWLedge (pAViLHão do conHecimento) - ciênciA ViVA 

(LiSBon, portugAL) 
royAL BeLgiAn inStitute oF nAturAL ScienceS (BruSSeLS, BeLgium) 
Science center nemo (AmSterdAm, netHerLAndS) 
Science center netzWerk (ViennA, AuStriA) 
Science gALLery, trinity coLLege (duBLin, ireLAnd) 
ScottiSH enterpriSe (BruSSeLS, BeLgium) 
tecHmAniA Science center (piLSen, czecH repuBLic
tecHnicAL muSeum oF SLoVeniA (LjuBLjAnA, SLoVeniA) 
tecHnopoLiS, tHe FLemiSH Science center (mecHeLen, BeLgium) 
teknikenS HuS (LuLeå, SWeden) 
tHe BLoomFieLd Science muSeum jeruSALem (iSrAeL) 
tHe mALtA counciL For Science And tecHnoLogy (kALkArA, mALtA) 
tHinktAnk (BirmingHAm, united kingdom) 
tüBitAk (AnkArA, turkey) 
turkey Science centerS FoundAtion (iStAnBuL, turkey) 
uniVerScience (pAriS, FrAnce) 
uniVerSe Science pArk FoundAtion (nordBorg, denmArk) 
WFB WirtScHAFtSFörderung Bremen gmBH (Bremen, germAny) 

centro ciênciA ViVA de eStremoz 
(portugAL)

dASA (dortmund, germAny) 
muSeo dei BAmBini (rome, itALy)
muSeoS cientíFicoS coruñeSeS  

(A coruñA, SpAin)
pSiquAdro ScArL (perugiA, itALy)
tecHmAniA Science center (piLSen, 

czecH repuBLic)
tecHnopoLiS - tHe FLemiSH Science 

center (mecHeLen, BeLgium)
turkey Science centerS 

FoundAtion (iStAnBuL, turkey)

AHHAA Science centre FoundAtion 
(tArtu, eStoniA)

AquiS (zAgreB, croAtiA)
ASSociAzione cuLturALe googoL 

(pArmA, itALy)
At BriStoL (united kingdom)
deutScHeS muSeum (municH, 

germAny)
internAtionAL centre For LiFe 

(neWcAStLe upon tyne, united 
kingdom)

mudic (oriHueLA, SpAin)
muSeo nAzionALe deLLA ScienzA e 

deLLA tecnoLogiA ‘LeonArdo  
dA Vinci’ (miLAn, itALy)

muSeoS cientíFicoS coruñeSeS  
(A coruñA, SpAin)

pArque de LAS cienciAS  
(grAnAdA, SpAin)

pSiquAdro ScArL (perugiA, itALy)
tecHmAniA Science center (piLSen, 

czecH repuBLic)
tecnoScienzA.it (BoLognA, itALy)
tHe BLoomFieLd Science muSeum 

jeruSALem (iSrAeL)
trAceS / eSpAce deS ScienceS 

pierre-giLLeS de genneS  
(pAriS, FrAnce)

uStAnoVA HiSA ekSperimentoV 
- tHe HouSe oF experimentS 
(LjuBLjAnA, SLoVeniA)

VitenpArken (åS, norWAy)

cnAm - conSerVAtoire nAtionAL 
deS ArtS & métierS (pAriS, 
FrAnce)

deutScHeS muSeum (municH, 
germAny)

eugenideS FoundAtion (AtHenS, 
greece)

experimentArium (HeLLerup, 
denmArk)

muSeo nAzionALe deLLA ScienzA  
e deLLA tecnoLogiA ‘LeonArdo  
dA Vinci’ (miLAn, itALy)

Science center nemo (AmSterdAm, 
tHe netHerLAndS)

 tecHmAniA Science center  
(piLSen, czecH repuBLic)

teknikenS HuS (LuLeå, SWeden)
tHe BLoomFieLd Science muSeum 

jeruSALem (iSrAeL)

king’S coLLege London (united 
kingdom)

muSeo nAzionALe deLLA ScienzA e 
deLLA tecnoLogiA ‘LeonArdo  
dA Vinci’ (miLAn, itALy)

Science center nemo  
(AmSterdAm, netHerLAndS)

SiSSA mediALAB (trieSte, itALy)
tecHmAniA Science center  

(piLSen, czecH repuBLic)
teknikenS HuS (LuLeå, SWeden)
uStAnoVA HiSA ekSperimentoV 

- tHe HouSe oF experimentS 
(LjuBLjAnA, SLoVeniA)

AHHAA Science centre FoundAtion 
(tArtu, eStoniA)

copernicuS Science centre 
(WArSAW, poLAnd)

coSmocAixA, FundAcio «LA cAixA» 
(BArceLonA, SpAin)

muSe - muSeo deLLe Scienze 
(trento, itALy)

muSeum oF LiFe/oSWALdo cruz 
FundAtion (rio de jAneiro, 
BrAziL)

pAViLion oF knoWLedge (pAViLHão 
do conHecimento) - ciênciA ViVA 
(LiSBon, portugAL)

Science center nemo  
(AmSterdAm, netHerLAndS)

ccSti LA cASemAte  
(grenoBLe, FrAnce)

diScoVery center continium 
(kerkrAde, netHerLAndS)

domuS (LA corunA, SpAin)
experimentArium (HeLLerup, 

denmArk)
expLorAtorio, centro cienciA ViVA 

(coimBrA, portugAL)
FondAzione idiS – città deLLA 

ScienzA (nApLeS, itALy)
FundAçAo dA juVentude  

(porto, portugAL)
muSe - muSeo deLLe Scienze 

(trento, itALy)
Science gALLery (duBLin, ireLAnd), 

copernicuS Science centre 
(WArSAW, poLAnd) 

tecHmAniA Science center  
(piLSen, czecH repuBLic)

tecHnopoLiS - tHe FLemiSH Science 
center (mecHeLen, BeLgium)

trAceS - eSpAce deS ScienceS 
pierre-giLLeS de genneS  
(pAriS, FrAnce)

nAuSicAA nAtionAL SeA  
experience centre  
(BouLogne-Sur-mer, FrAnce) 

AcquArio di genoVA (genoA, itALy)
mAdAtecH – tHe iSrAeL nAtionAL 

muSeum oF Science  
(HAïFA, iSrAëL)

muSée nAtionAL d’HiStoire 
nAtureLLe (pAriS, FrAnce)

muSeoS cientíFicoS coruñeSeS  
(A coruñA, SpAin)

pAViLion oF knoWLedge (pAViLHão 
do conHecimento) - ciênciA ViVA 
(LiSBon, portugAL

royAL BeLgiAn inStitute oF nAturAL 
ScienceS (BruSSeLS, BeLgium)

tHe nAturAL HiStory muSeum 
(London, united kingdom)

W5 - WHoWHAtWHereWHenWHy 
(BeLFASt, united kingdom)
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Our Mission
Ecsite promotes public engagement of science and technology 
by facilitating cooperation among science centres, museums and 
related institutions throughout Europe. In this spirit, we streng
then citizens’ engagement and interaction with science. We are 
the European focal point for institutions who wish to take action in 
the field of science communication.

EcsItE stratEgIc Plan 2011 – 2015

Ecsite is the European Network of Science Centres 
and Museums, with 335 members in more than 
50 countries who connect and engage with over 
40 million people per year. Ecsite links science 
centres, science and natural history museums, zoos, 
aquaria, universities and research organizations in 
Europe who participate as active members sharing 
a strong commitment to public engagement 
and the communication of science through 
accessible, interactive exhibits and programmes.

We thank all members who give their 
time and energy to make Ecsite a vibrant 
and dynamic network

IssuEs of thE QuartErly 
nEWslEttEr that bEcamE 
SpokeS, thE nEW mEmbErs 

magazInE

4

coffEEs sErvEd 
at thE annual confErEncE – 

and Probably as many 
at thE ExEcutIvE offIcE

2,760

PartIcIPants at thE EcsItE 
annual confErEncE - 

thE hIghEst attEndancE EvEr

1,058
thEmatIc grouPs

4

kEynotE sPEakErs 
at thE dIrEctors forum

4
ProfEssIonals at thE fIrst 
Euro-mEdItErranEan and 

mIddlE East summEr school of 
scIEncE communIcatIon

54
data EntrIEs In thE EcsItE 

stats databasE

396

bIg satIsfyIng ImPact aftEr 
countlEss 

horIzon 2020 mEEtIngs

1

ongoIng EuroPEan ProjEcts

10

cItIzEns dIrEctly shaPIng 
scIEncE PolIcy 

through thE voIcEs 
consultatIon

1,000
corPoratE, EvEnt and 

ProjEct PartnErs

13

2013 at a glance
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Building on Ecsite’s 
growing social relevance

a message 
from both 2013 Presidents 

Making Ecsite’s powerful 
voice heard

2013 has seen Ecsite yielding results of sustained efforts to make its powerful voice 
heard, in line with our Strategic Plan. Ecsite has demonstrated its ability to facilitate 
dialogue between science and society, leading European citizen consultation and 
participation projects like VOICES or PLACES. Science centres and museums are 
now firmly rooted in the European Horizon 2020 framework as major contributors 
to scientific policy in general and Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI) in par-
ticular. They are listed as important contributors to the quadruple helix of innovation 
used as judging matrix for I-Capita, the European Capital of Innovation award. We 
have successfully created opportunities for new common projects, enabling greater 
collaboration among members.
 We have also worked on sharpening performance internally, initiating 
a new Fundraising Committee to diversify income – a strategic priority for our sector  
at large. This translated into an action plan, a new corporate brochure and higher 
capa cities for fundraising and member services at the Executive office. We intro-
duced new communication and benchmarking member services with the Spokes 
magazine, the Annual report and Ecsite stats – all bearing Ecsite’s new visual identity, 
an elegant reflection of our brand’s power and relevance. 
 Last but not least, we have strengthened Ecsite membership in Eastern 
Europe and will keep aiming to attract new members from underrepresented countries.

2013 was a very productive year for science centres and museums across Europe. 
For the first time, results of citizen consultations were formally included in the main 
policy document that shapes European research priorities. This pioneering social 
innovation trend was driven by Ecsite and constitutes clear-cut evidence of its unique 
competence to provide the mechanism, the know-how and the methodological 
procedures required for such wide qualitative public consultations. VOICES (Views, 
Opinions and Ideas of Citizens in Europe on Science) is, from this day on, a landmark 
in citizen involvement in science and technology policy-making. But, above all, it 
showed unequivocally that our members are accessible institutions, trusted and 
respected by the public, with a distinctive capacity to foster the debate on science, 
technology and society. 
 The growing social relevance of our network challenges us to work even 
more closely together, as a group. That is why gathering occasions become so essential 
for the continuous advancement in our field. The Directors Forum, in Lisbon, brought new 
perspectives on the challenges of today’s participatory culture, opening museums and 
science centres to artistic expression, civic engagement and marketing. The first Euro-
Mediterranean and Middle East (EMME) Summer School of Science Communication 
gathered more than forty science communicators in Granada in September 2013, in 
line with one of my mandate’s strands: international cooperation.
 Ecsite listens carefully to the outside world, constantly adapting to 
fast-changing scientific, political or social contexts, but it also pays close attention 
to voices from within: to keep it in tune with our major Strategic Plan priority – en-
able greater collaborative communication among members – we must be aware of 
their preferences, needs and expectations. The recent Ecsite members survey gave 
all an additional tool to express their views about our network services. Above all, it 
gave us a deeper insight into what must be done to make sure 2014 will be a great 
year for all of us.

rosalia vargasRobert Firmhofer WarsaW, aPrIl 2014 lIsbon, aPrIl 2014
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Reporting from Brussels

a message 
from the Executive director 

2013 has seen the European Commission finalizing its Horizon 2020 work programmes. 
Many describe this new funding framework as a shift of paradigm, towards a more 
inclusive and collaborative research and science communication policy. Citizen 
participation is now a strong demand in many project calls, under the Responsible 
Research and Innovation (RRI) concept. EU policy makers are asking for more diverse, 
more open, more interdisciplinary collaborations. This comes as no surprise: Ecsite 
members have played an active part in this evolution. Our network is ready – ready to 
unleash the full power of its creative energy and enrol millions of citizens in this new 
adventure.
 New stakeholders are becoming active in the field of public engagement 
with science: universities, companies, digital platforms, makers, festivals, art-science 
incubators… we welcome them to Ecsite’s vibrant professional community. New 
disciplines engage in dialogue with us with a growing interest from social sciences 
and humanities. New media are being called upon to foster interactivity, debate and 
convergence. We embrace these changes - more than that, we have played a key role 
in driving them.
 I would argue that this shift of paradigm is a bottom-up movement, 
building on thinking and practices that science centres, museums and related actors 
in the public engagement sector have been developing for the past decade. We 
were pioneers in advocating interactivity and life-long learning, encouraging social 
inclusion, trying out novel partnerships and experimenting and valuing audience 
participation. We have also built an excellent track record of conceiving and delive-
ring European projects – it is no coincidence that the words “science museums” appear 
in so many Horizon 2020 calls. 
 We still are pioneers, and will continue to be: Today, we are ideally 
placed to welcome new actors to the science communication community, harness 
skills and expertise and deliver this change of paradigm through ambitious projects. 
Let’s use these opportunities to keep inventing – and shape the next science public 
engagement landscape.

catherine franche aPrIl 2014

catherine franche robert firmhofer

rosalia vargas
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The Ecsite 
Board 
and the General 
Assembly 
are the 
governing 
bodies of 
Ecsite. 
Representatives 
from Full 
Member 
institutions 
stand up 
for election at 
the Annual 
General 
Meeting and 
serve 
for a two-year 
period.

ExEcutivE coMMittEE

Presidents
Until June 2013 

Robert Firmhofer
director,  
copernicus science centre 
(Warsaw, Poland)

From June 2013
Rosalia vargas
President, ciência viva – 
Pavilion of knowledge 
(lisbon, Portugal)

Vice-President
Brigitte coutant
head of Institutional and 
International relations, 
universcience – cité des 
sciences et de l’industrie 
(Paris, france)

Treasurer
Michiel Buchel
general director
science center nEmo 
(amsterdam, netherlands)

Past Presidents
Until June 2013

Hans Gubbels
director, continium 
discovery center 
(kerkrade, netherlands)

From June 2013
Robert Firmhofer
director,  
copernicus science centre  
(Warsaw, Poland)

Executive Director
catherine Franche

BoaRd MEMBERs

They served until June 2013
Erik Jacquemyn
chief Executive officer, 
technopolis®,  
the flemish science center  
(mechelen, belgium)
Julia Eber-schropp
scientific associate,  
cologne science centre  
(cologne, germany)

They were elected in June 2013
Jan alfred andersson
manager, norsk teknisk 
museum, the norwegian 
museum of science and 
technology (oslo, norway)
Jean Baptiste desbois
Executive director, 
cité de l’Espace 
(toulouse, france) 
vincenzo Lipardi
chief Executive officer,  
città della scienza 
(naples, Italy)

They stayed on or 
were re-elected

svein anders dahl
chief Executive officer,  
vilvite (bergen, norway)
Louise W. B. Emerson
head of business and 
commercial strategy,  
natural history museum 
(london, united kingdom)
asger Høeg
director, Experimentarium 
(hellerup, denmark)
Eva Jonsson | Helena Lilja
deputy director, 
head Education | director  
of programs and operations, 
teknikens hus
(luleå, sweden)
Pilvi Kolk
member of management 
board, ahhaa (tartu, Estonia)
Michele Lanzinger
director, musE – museo delle 
scienze (trento, Italy)
Ernesto Páramo sureda
director, Parque de las 
ciencias (granada, spain)

New Honorary Member
Per-Edvin Persson
director, heureka –  
the finnish science centre 
(vantaa, finland), was 
nominated honorary member 
of Ecsite by the board at the 
2013 annual conference.

Governance
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Ecsite’s old quarterly newsletter got a completely new start: new 
format, new graphic design, new Editorial committee… Spokes, 
Ecsite’s members magazine, was born in two stages, with a #0 
trial issue in spring 2013 and a consolidated #1 issue in fall 2013 
in its current layout. 
 Each issue presents three feature articles – including a design 
series – and a “network” section combining a comment from the 
President, announcements for events, moves and promotions, 
new Ecsite members, highlights from the media…
Spokes would not exist without the contribution of writers, photo
graphers and Editorial committee members who give their time 
freely to make the magazine a mustread – a warm thank you to 
all of them.
 other developments in the implementation of Ecsite’s 
communication strategy included a stronger presence on 
social media platforms like twitter, linkedIn and facebook. our 
facebook page went from 167 to 459 “likes” in 2013 and saw an 
unprecedented number of interactions. the most popular posts 
were those affirming support to città della scienza, announcing 
new Spokes issues and reporting on European consultation pro
ject voIcEs.

sPoKEs EditoRiaL coMMittEE MEMBERs

Maarten Okkersen  
Chairperson  
communications manager, museon  
(the hague, netherlands)

Nathalie Caplet  
communications, cap sciences (bordeaux, france)

Mikko Myllykoski  
Experience director, heureka,  
the finnish science centre (vantaa, finland)

Olivier Retout  
consultant (brussels, belgium)

Emma Wadland  
Editor  
communications manager, Ecsite (brussels, belgium)

the member services group was given the task to develop 
and conduct a members survey, for which 84 responses were 
received. conclusions were presented and discussed with the 
board and the directors forum’s 55 participants. the results 
will inform the next strategic Plan. a first consequence at the 
Executive office was lucy schweingruber’s change of position 
to fulltime members services manager, with Pedro albuquerque 
as new business development manager supporting her in fund
raising missions.

Main findings from the members survey
•	 More	than	half	of	all	participants	responded	positively	 

to the idea of improving existing services
•	 Almost	two	thirds	did	not	consider	it	necessary	to	 

develop new services
•	 The	Ecsite	Annual	Conference	was	ranked	by	far	the	most	

popular member service 
•	 Services	least	known	to	respondents	were	the	EXTRA	

website, the directors forum and Ecsite stats
•	 Respondents	had	many	suggestions	for	improvement,	 

like encouraging more sessions on operations, marketing  
and management at the annual conference or improving  
the Extra online database for touring exhibitions).

all member institutions open to the public are invited to share 
data on Ecsite stats, an exclusive resource for Ecsite members 
(www.ecsite.eu/networkstatistics).

MEMBER sERvicEs GRouP MEMBERs

asger Høeg (Chairperson), director,  
Experimentarium (copenhagen, denmark)

svein anders dahl, managing director,  
vilvite, bergen vitensenter as (norway)

Julia Erber-schropp, scientific director,  
odysseum (cologne, germany)

Pilvi Kolk, member of management board,  
ahhaa (tartu, Estonia)

Lucy schweingruber, member services manager,  
Ecsite (brussels, belgium)

catherine Franche, Executive director,  
Ecsite (brussels, belgium)

Harvesting 
ideas from 
Ecsite members

member services

Spokes, 
the new members 
magazine

spokes is an open place  
for creative discussion –  

a physical and virtual 
meeting place where ideas 

are shared.  
spokes starts dialogues. 

spokes is looking forward. 
spokes needs your input.

maarten okkersen, 
chair of the Spokes Editorial committee

annual confErEncE

sPokEs magazInE

dIrEctors forum

EcsItE E-nEWs

EcsItE WEbsItE

Extra WEbsItE

EcsItE stats

socIal mEdIa communIcatIon

thEmatIc grouPs

Eu ProjEcts

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

rEsults to thE QuEstIon: 
What Is EcsItE’s most ImPortant sErvIcE to you? 
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NEW associatE MEMBERs

atlantis science center n.o. 
(bratislava, slovakia)

Barcelona ciència - institut 
de cultura de Barcelona 
(barcelona, spain)

Biedrība “vidzemes  
inovāciju un uzņēmējdarbības 
centrs” / association “vIuc”  
(cēsis, latvia)

Bursa science and 
technology centre  
(bursa, turkey)

carasso science Park  
(beer sheva, Israel)

Quartier de la création 
(nantes, france)

dc-Link  “laboratorija  
znanja”  centre  
for Ideas development  
(belgrade, serbia)

Fundacion descubre 
(granada, spain)

Kayseri science centre 
(kayseri, turkey)

Lithuanian sea museum 
(klaipeda, lithuania)

MHN – muséum d’histoire 
naturelle de genève  
(geneva, switzerland)

Moravian science centre 
Brno (brno, czech republic)

National taiwan science 
Education center  
(taipei, taiwan)

science centre aosta – 
Istituzione scolastica corrado 
gex (aosta, Italy)

science Gallery Gama 
(Pardubice, czech republic)

swedish Exhibition agency 
(visby, sweden)

swedish science centers 
(mellösa, sweden) 

tecnoscienza.it  
(bologna, Italy)

terengganu science 
creativity centre  
(kuala terengganu, malaysia)

toP sEcREt e.v.  
(oberhausen, germany)

vattenhallen science center 
LtH (lund, sweden)

very disco Foundation 
discovery festival 
(amsterdam, netherlands)

vetenskapens Hus 
(stockholm, sweden)

vitenparken (Ǻs, norway)
Wellcome collection  

(london, united kingdom)
Winchester science 

centre and Planetarium 
(Winchester, united kingdom)

NEW FuLL MEMBERs

cosmodrome –  
vzw kattevennen
Europlanetarium  
(genk, belgium)

universalmuseum Joanneum 
umj gmbh (graz, austria)

FRoM associatE to  
FuLL MEMBER

cap sciences  
(bordeaux, france)

ExPERYMENt science centre 
(gdynia, Poland)

FRida & fred –  
the graz children’s museum  
(graz, austria)

Museu de ciències Naturals 
de Barcelona  
(barcelona, spain)

the Polytechnic Museum 
(moscow, russia)

vitensenteret innlandet as 
science center Innlandet 
(gjoevik, norway)

NEW sustaiNiNG MEMBERs
dataton aB  

(linkoping, sweden)
Event Marketing service 

gmbh Ems Exhibits 
(vienna, austria)

MKt aG (olching, germany)
Musealia Entertainment sL 

(san sebastián, spain)
tetragon Ltd.  

(theassaloniki, greece)
tinker imagineers bv  

(utrecht, netherlands)
unified Fields inc.  

(new york, united states)

your community

they joined in 2013

1 Exhibit at science centre delft  
by tinker Imagineers bv  
(utrecht, netherlands)

2 titanic exhibition in halmstad, 
sweden by musealia Entertainment 
sl (san sebastián, spain) /  
© musealia

3 museu de ciències naturals de 
barcelona (barcelona, spain)

4 national taiwan science Education 
center (taipei, taiwan)

5 tecnoscienza.it (bologna, Italy) / 
Illustration by federico mariani, 
copyright Editoriale scienza / giunti

6 tetragon ltd. (theassaloniki, greece) 
/ Photograph by giannis giannelos

7 Winchester science centre  
and Planetarium  
(Winchester, united kingdom)

8 vetenskapens hus (stockholm, 
sweden)

9 moravian science centre brno   
vIda! science centre (brno,  
czech republic)

10 universalmuseum joanneum  
(umj gmbh) (graz, austria) /  
© umj/n. lackner

11 carasso science Park  
(beer sheva, Israel)

12 the Wellcome collection represented 
by jennifer sutton and her heart / 
Photograph by adrian brooks

13 barcelona science and technology 
festival for barcelona ciència  
Institut de cultura de barcelona 
(spain)

14 a young visitor at cosmodrome –  
vzw kattevennenEuroplanetarium 
(genk, belgium)

1

6

9

13

2

4

7

10

14

3

5

8

11

12
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Ecsite often calls itself a “family” - 
a friendly crowd who have endless 
conversations when they get together, 
love nothing more than welcoming 
new members and mingling with 
other folks… and support each other 
through hard times.

From flames to light in Naples
on 4 march 2013, naples’ science centre città della scienza was 
hit by a criminal fire that devastated more than 8,000 of exhibi
tion space and facilities. a spontaneous movement of solidarity 
followed news of the disaster and turned into a vast campaign 
over the following weeks, with support coming from all sides: 
naples citizens, many cultural and scientific organisations, pri
vate companies, regional administration, the Italian ministry of 
research and Education, European institutions… and of course 
Ecsite. Ecsite President rober firmhofer and Executive director 
catherine franche visited città della scienza shortly after the 
disaster. Ecsite alerted European Institutions about the disaster 
and had an article published in the french newspaper Le Monde. 
Its social media platforms, website and enews were called upon 
to circulate messages of solidarity and a call for exhibit donations, 
the Spokes magazine ran two articles in its spring 2013 and spring 
2014 editions and città della scienza benefited from a booth at 
the annual conference business bistro.

Euro-Mediterranean and Middle-Eastern solidarity in Granada
fiftyfour science communicators from southern Europe, north 
africa and the middle East attended the first edition of the 
Euromediterranean and middle East summer school of science 
communication (EmmE) at Parque de las ciencias (granada, 
spain) from 22 to 27 september 2013. the project was initiated 
when namEs (north african and middle East science centres 
network) contacted its sister organization Ecsite, inviting it 
contribute to the growing number of science centers and sci
ence communication activities recently occurring around the 
mediterranean and especially in the middle East. Initiated by città 
della scienza, the event was hosted by Parque de la ciencias after 
the fire that destroyed the original venue. training was delivered 
in strategic planning, management, exhibition development, new 
technologies and learning methodologies. 

stronger together

In the early hours of the fire, while we watched  
astonished at the burning in the night,  

the first messages of solidarity 
flowed from the rest of europe and the world.

vincenzo lipardi, cEo, città della scienza (naples, Italy)

1 more than 15,000 people 
 joined a flash mob 
 to support città della scienza 
 on the first sunday after the fire
 © città della scienza
2 Participants of the EmmE summer 

school of science communication 
 © Parque de las ciencias

your community

2

1
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KEYNotE sPEaKERs

José Mariano Gago,  
former minister of science, 
technology and higher 
Education (Portugal)

carlos coelho,  
President of Ivity corporate 
brand (Portugal)

danièle cohn,  
director of center for 
aesthetics and the Philosophy 
of art (france)

sergio Bertolucci,  
director of research and 
scientific computing, cErn 
(switzerland)

stRatEGic WoRKsHoPs 
cHaiRs

Philippe Galiay,  
Policy officer, unit Ethics 
and gender, European 
commission, directorate
general for research and 
Innovation (brussels)

asger Høeg,  
director, Experimentarium 
(hellerup, denmark) 

Pavilhão do conhecimento  ciência viva welcomed 54 directors and senior mana
gement staff from Ecsite full member institutions of 18 different European countries 
to lisbon on 20 – 21 november 2013. four keynote speakers engaged attendees in 
strategic dialogues around the concept “more science, more beauty, more public”. 
Participants also put their heads together in two Ecsite strategic workshops analysing 
priorities within the new European framework programme for research and innova
tion (horizon 2020) and discussing Ecsite members survey results. 
 two avantgarde theatre pieces and a picnicstyle welcome dinner gave a 
local flavour to this mustbe networking event, sponsored by national geographics 
Entertainment and reald3d. all were grateful to the host, Pavilhão do conhecimento 
 ciência viva, for a perfectly organized and highly convivial two days.

directors Forum

your community

taKE aWaY idEas

—   Convince your social constituency  
that investing in science and  
technology is crucial in times of crisis 

—   Get involved in Responsible 
Research and Innovation (RRI) 

—   Engage with web2.0 audiences 
and become a spiritual, sensorial, 
multitouch and information octopus

—   Marvel at the poetics of science

1 horizon 2020 strategic workshop
2 svein anders dahl, chair of the 

fundraising committee, at the 2013 
directors forum

1

1 2



16 17

ecsite ecsite

ecsite
AnnuAl report 
2013

ecsite
AnnuAl report 
2013

SPacE GrOuP
Chairpersons
Marc Moutin 

Exhibitions, shows and development director, 
cité de l’Espace (toulouse, france)

ana Noronha
Executive director, ciência viva (lisbon, Portugal)

Maria Menendez
head of corporate Exhibitions and Events office,  

European space agency (Paris, france)

the Ecsite space group was created in collaboration with the 
European space agency (Esa) to facilitate cooperation and ex
change among science centres, museums, research institutions, 
universities, national space agencies and industries all over Europe, 
in order to design collaborative projects to better share European 
space activities with the general public.
  In 2012, the space group started a vibrant campaign, ‘hook up 
with rosetta’. a preconference workshop entitled ‘are you ready 
for rosetta?’ was organised during the Ecsite annual conference 
2013 in gothenburg. there, three collaborative projects were se
lected: an exhibition project led by la cité de l’Espace (toulouse, 
france), an education project led by nEmo (amsterdam, the 
netherlands), and the definition of a set of events led by Parque 
de las ciencias (granada, spain). all project tools and outcomes 
will be made available freely to Ecsite members. the culmination 
of this project will be in november 2014, when rosetta’s lander 
descends to the comet.
  today, the space group includes more than 40 museums and 
science centres, and offers a platform to share information, ideas, 
practices and expertise for developing joint projects.

THE GrOuP
Chairperson

Matteo Merzagora
codirector, tracEs / Espace des sciences  

Pierregilles de gennes (Paris, france)

thE group was the first Ecsite thematic group to be created. 
It is a learning community for explainers, a forum where they 
investigate their own roles, training practices and professional 
development. the group held a preconference at every Ecsite 
annual conference since 2007. In 2013 it held a preconference 
workshop entitled “facilitating experience”. 

NaTurE GrOuP
Chairperson
Henrik sell 

deputy director 
natural history museum 

aarhus (denmark)

the nature group brings together professionals and institutions 
who engage audiences with nature – a growing scientific and 
societal priority as it covers issues of pressing interest like bio
diversity, evolution, climate change and sustainability. the group 
held a preconference workshop on “nature for innovation” at the 
2013 Ecsite annual conference. 

rEV GrOuP
Chairpersons 

Marie Hobson
learning Evaluator

natural history museum (london, united kingdom)
Nils Petter Hauan

head of development
vilvite, bergen vitensenter as (bergen, norway) 

the rEv group stimulates and helps facilitate research and evalu
ation in science museums and centres across Europe. the group 
held a twoday session at the 2013 Ecsite annual conference in 
gothenburg entitled “developing and improving evaluation in 
your institution” and ran a “Introduction to audience research and 
evaluation methods” workshop at the south african association 
of science and technology centres 2013 annual conference 
in durban, south africa. a “beginner’s guide to measuring the 
impact of our institutions” was published in Spokes #2. join the 
rEv group on linkedIn: look for the “research and Evaluation 
thematic group, Ecsite”. 

thematic Groups

your community

1 Participants at the 2013 nature group 
preconference workshop

2 Participant at the 2013  
thE group workshop

3 Participants at the 2013 space group 
preconference workshop

4 Participants at the 2013 rEv group 
preconference workshop

1 2

3

4
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5 copernicus science centre  
(Warsaw, Poland)

6 ahhaa science centre foundation 
(tartu, Estonia)

7 cité de l’Espace (toulouse, france)
8 ciência viva – Pavilion of knowledge 

(lisbon, Portugal)
9 Parque de las ciencias  

(granada, spain)

1 science center nEmo  
(amsterdam, netherlands)

2 natural history museum  
(london, united kingdom)

3 universcience (Paris, france)
4 norsk teknisk museum, the 

norwegian museum of science and 
technology (oslo, norway)

1

3

4

5

2 6 7

8

9
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tHE stuFF oF dREaMs 

 Baroness Susan Greenfield on Creativity
susan greenfield is a neuroscientist at the university of oxford 
and has been awarded 30 honorary degrees from universities 
worldwide. anyone interested in creating meaningful, inspiring, 
perhaps lifechanging learning experiences should (re)watch her 
acclaimed Ecsite annual conference keynote speech on Ecsite’s 
youtube channel (“the neuroscience of creativity – making the 
most of 21st century technology”, delivered on 8 june 2013). 
here are a few extracts…

You can’t buy creativity, you can’t foster it,  
assume it or guarantee it – yet it is one of the most precious 

commodities in both the public and private sector.

“creativity is the process of breaking, then forming new neuronal 
connections between brain cells. It is making unprecedented 
connections, and creating new significance and understanding 
from these connections. It is the apotheosis of the human mind, 
the pinnacle of our individuality.”

“Experience leaves its mark on your brain: connections unique to 
you formed after your birth are shaped, strengthened, updated, up
graded, reviewed, revisited by every moment that you are alive. a 
stimulating, interactive environment makes brain cells work harder, 
grow branches and make more connections to other brain cells.”

annual conference
2013

annual conference
2013

a dream 
annual conference

The 2013 Ecsite Annual Conference 
saw the highest attendance ever, with 
Universeum welcoming 1,058 participants 
from 47 different countries to enchanting 
Gothenburg, its pedestrian-friendly city 
centre and delicious seafood scene. It 
is impossible to report exhaustively on 
five days of intense sharing, debating, 
networking and partying – here are a few 
numbers and highlights, along with a very 
warm thank you to the host, Universeum.

citY

gothenburg, sweden
Host 

universeum
tHEME 

dreams – the spirit of innovation
datE 

4  8 june 2013

 225  session 
  proposals received

 78  sessions 
  chosen

 8  pre-conference 
  workshops

 1,058 participants 
  
 47  countries 
  represented

 381  speakers 
  
 52  exhibitors 
  at the business bistro

 2,760  coffees 
  served 

 225  feedback 
  forms collected

 1  swedish 
  word to say “sitting down 
  with a coffee and something sweet, 
  in good company”: “fika”

kEyWords most assocIatEd WIth thE EcsItE annual 
confErEncE (from 225 fEEdback forms) annual confErEncE at a glancE

annual confErEncE PartIcIPants

2006

713

923

797

986

618

862

995
1058

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
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annual conference
2013

PRoductivE daYdREaMiNG 

 The Maker Space
a new concept was introduced at the 2013 conference: the maker 
space, conceived as a meeting point of people going in unex
pected directions with materials, knowledge and resources. many 
participants entered the room looking for a break from too much 
thinking… and had their most intense problemsolving experience 
of the conference there! 
Initiated by:
Jochen Hunger 

scenographer 
jh museum & exhibition design 
(Erlangen, germany)

Karolina Perrin 
Experience designer 
karekdesign (cracow, Poland)

Jean-Michel Molenaar 
Project manager 
ccstI grenoble – la casemate 
(grenoble, france)

Ryan Jenkins
tinkering studio coordinator 
Exploratorium 
(san francisco, united states)

MaKiNG dREaMs coME tRuE 

 Business Bistro
business bistro brought together 52 of the finest product and ser
vice providers and institutions in science communication. touring 
exhibitions, tactile globes, telescopes, humanoids, physical and 
digital interactives and much more were on show. 

tHEY Had a dREaM 

 annual conference Programme committee 
Members
Camille Pisani 

Chairperson 
director general 
royal belgian Institute for natural sciences 
(brussels, belgium)

Laurent Chicoineau 
director 
ccstI grenoble  la casemate 
(grenoble, france)

Kim Herlev
vice director
Experimentarium (hellerup, denmark)

Heather King
research associate
king’s college (london, united kingdom)

Marc Moutin
Exhibitions, shows and development director
cité de l’Espace (toulouse, france)

Maarten Okkersen
communications manager
museon (the hague, netherlands)

Anne Solli
Project manager
universeum (gothenburg, sweden)

Vlasta Volak
director
techmania (Pilsen, czech republic)

Maria Xanthoudaki
head of Education and of International relations, 
museo nazionale della scienza e 
della tecnologia ‘leonardo da vinci’ (milan, Italy)

Lucy Schweingruber
member services manager
Ecsite (brussels, belgium)

Catherine Franche
Executive director
Ecsite (brussels, belgium)

1 unusual encounter at the business 
bistro

2 anne glover, chief scientific 
advisor to the President, European 
commission, at the opening event

3 maarten okkersen miming his 
favourite land art piece at the 
creative lab preconference session

4 Problemsolving at the maker space

5 host carina halvord,  
cEo of universeum

6 gala dinner at Eriksbergshallen, 
a modern event hall featuring 
innovative architecture and  
authentic scandinavian design   
in an old shipyard building

7 Ecsite President robert firmhofer  
and Executive director catherine 
franche receiving the wishes of  
the people of gothenburg at the 
opening of the speakers reception

8 baroness susan greenfield  
on the neuroscience of innovation

9 registration

1

4 5 6

987

2 3
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vIEWs, oPInIons and IdEas of cItIzEns In EuroPE on scIEncE
In a nutshell: Enabling active citizen participation in Eu research 
and Innovation policy making
Timeframe: january 2013  july 2014
European programme: 7th framework Programme (fP7) – 
science in society  coordination and support actions: grants 
to named beneficiaries
coordinator: Ecsite  in charge of designing the consultation 
process, analysing the results, delivering them to the European 
commission and disseminating them
Ecsite members involved: 29 
Project description: voIcEs is a groundbreaking consultation, 
using the opinions of people across the Eu to shape the future of 
European research. 1,000 citizens participated in focus groups run 
by Ecsite members, expressing their hopes, fears, concerns and 
ideas on the theme of urban waste. the results of this consultation 
have directly informed policy makers, as they were fed into horizon 
2020 Work Programmes “climate action, Environment, resource 
Efficiency and raw materials” research calls for 2014.
2013 highlights: Ecsite coordinated the development of a focus 
group methodology and trained facilitators from 27 Eu countries 
who then ran 100 focus groups in science centres and museums. 
Public events also took place at six institutions, including activities 
and round tables with policy makers and local stakeholders. a report 
was produced for each country and results fed back to the European 
commission. 
Tangible benefits for all Ecsite members: you want to convince 
your local government of the values of running a public consultation, 
need to learn how to run a focus group or are simply curious to know 
what thoughts and ideas citizens expressed on waste management 
in your country? as this was a pilot project, everything has been 
carefully documented. Plenty of resources available online, in several 
languages.

voicesforinnovation.eu

Platform of local authorItIEs and communIcators 
EngagEd In scIEncE
In a nutshell: building local partnerships between science 
communication institutions and policy makers
Timeframe: june 2010  may 2014
European programme: 7th framework Programme (fP7) 
coordinator: Ecsite
Ecsite members involved: over 40
Project description: PlacEs creates or amplifies local connections 
between science communication actors, policy makers, scientists 
and citizens. 70 science communication institutions, 10 regions and 
23 countries are establishing local partnerships and developing 
forums for the exercise of citizenship in sciencerelated matters. 
annual conferences, science cities Workshops, training 
opportunities and thematic Working groups are bringing PlacEs 
stakeholders together in a united effort to give shape to the concept 
of European city of scientific culture. 
2013 highlights: local action Plans (laPs) were developed, 
targeting key challenges for the next 5-10 years and were tested 
in pilot activities. the PlacEs annual conference in turin, Italy, 
focused on practical guidance about implementing science 
communication policies. cities continued to join spontaneously 
those already involved – the project is still growing local 
ramifications throughout Europe.
Tangible benefits for all Ecsite members: you want to join, boost or 
initiate your local network? you will find all you need on the project’s 
open platform: a huge data base of science communication actors, 
brochures, activity plans, an impact assessment toolkit… and a 
declaration for your mayor to sign. Includes many examples of best 
practices on the role of science centres and museums in fostering 
concrete local action plans in issues such as health, environment, 
social inclusion, entrepreneurship, economic development, 
smart cities and of activities to foster the engagement of citizens in 
controversial issues.

openplaces.eu

VOIcES 

Taking part in the VoICeS project has been an amazing 
experience for parque de las Ciencias. We can say that 
this process is an excellent tool to promote a more active 
role of citizens in science policy making. In their feedback, 
participants highlighted their satisfaction for being  
consulted and listened to. We have improved some of  
our assessment activities based on this methodology and have 
introduced this consultation process in some of the projects 
we are working on.
carmen guerra, Parque de las ciencias (barcelona)

The pLACeS City partnerships and the Local Action plans 
helped change the perception institutions and citizens have  
of Science Communication institutions.  
For instance, municipalities and other policymaking 
institutions realized that science centres and museums have 
the instruments, methodologies and know-how to foster citizen 
engagement, organize citizen consultation activities and 
promote participation. Also, they have the trust from citizens 
and are good facilitators.
conclusions of the PlacEs local action Plan analysis workshop 

PLacES 

a year 
in European collaborations

1 PlacEs 2013 annual conference  
in turin, Italy

2 PlacEs participant reading  
local action Plan (laP) posters

3 mind map created during  
a voIcEs focus group

4 voIcEs focus group in granada, 
spain

1

3 4

2
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In a nutshell: Enabling dialogue between science and society on the 
topic of nanotechnologies 
Timeframe: may 2012  october 2014
European programme: 7th framework Programme (fP7) 
coordinator: zentrum für soziale innovation (vienna, austria)
Ecsite role: Project partner, outreach work package leader 
Ecsite members involved: 9
Project description: the project aims to reach audiences who 
don’t usually engage in scientific debate and provide the European 
commission with insights for policy framing on the topic of 
nanotechnology. a mobile monitoring station is travelling around 
Europe, raising awareness of the topic and collecting data on public 
opinion. other outreach tools include workshops, educational 
programmes, online debate and media partnerships. 
2013 highlights: the mobile monitoring station visited 15 countries, 
touring venues such as music festivals, market squares, community 
centres and other public spaces around Europe. Preliminary results 
were published and a monitoring session was set up at the 2013 
Ecsite annual conference.
Tangible benefits for all Ecsite members: Want to develop a 
nanotechnology project? your frontend evaluation has been done 
for you! you can also dig into an extensive database of resources, 
watch videos and more on the project’s userfriendly website.

nanopinion.eu

NanOpinion

a year 
in European collaborations

In a nutshell: fostering mutual learning and inclusive research 
programming in the fields of food and health
Timeframe: november 2011  october 2014
European programme: 7th framework Programme (fP7) – 
mml project (mobilization and mutual learning)
coordinator: university of hohenheim, life science center 
(stuttgart, germany)
Ecsite role: Project partner, contributing to work package 
“Participatory needs assessment, engagement and mobilisation” 
Ecsite members involved: 17
Project description: the InProfood project was developed in 
response to the apparent inefficacy of years of public campaigns 
promoting healthier eating habits. It aims to develop a new approach, 
generating a purposeful exchange between research, business 
and civil society actors on the nature of the problem and the role 
innovative technological approaches could play in tackling it. 
2013 highlights: two workshops aimed at belgian food and health 
organisations were held in brussels. a Playdecide game was 
developed and used in 17 different science centres and museums, 
reaching almost 3,000 teenagers. session results helped identify 
young people’s priorities and concerns regarding food and health 
matters.
Tangible benefits for all Ecsite members: you’d like to engage 
teenagers and adults with food and health issues? try out the great 
Playdecide game, available online along with session results from all 
around Europe.

inprofood.eu and playdecide.eu

INPrOFOOD

We really enjoyed working on this topic. 
Techmania gained very interesting information 

about the knowledge and opinions  
of citizens on nanotechnology.  

We made very good contacts with companies 
engaged in nanotechnology and experts 

dealing with nanoproducts.
martina fryčová, Project manager, techmania 

(Pilsen, czech republic)

Croatia is quite young in the field  
of science communication.  

The INpRoFooD activity made schools  
and universities see us  

as a quality partner in science 
communication.

jelena filipaj, Executive director,  
aquis (zagreb, croatia)

1 the nanopinion mobile monitoring 
station at a food festival in aarhus, 
denmark

2 InProfood Playdecide session  
in Paris, france  
© meriem fresson, tracEs-EsPgg

1

2

2
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a year 
in European collaborations

brEakIng nEW ground In thE scIEncE EducatIon rEalm
In a nutshell: Promoting the engagement of primary school children 
with engineering topics in schools and science centres
Timeframe: october 2011  september 2014
European programme: 7th framework Programme (fP7) 
coordinator: bloomfield science museum (jerusalem, Israel)
Ecsite role: Project partner, advocacy work package leader 
Ecsite members involved: 9
Project description: Inspired by a similar programme run by the 
boston’s museum of science, EngInEEr is addressing the shortfall 
in engineering expertise by introducing 1,000 teachers and 27,000 
students from primary schools across Europe to the problemsolving 
principles of engineering. twentysix institutions from twelve 
countries have committed to this challenging initiative of inspiring 
children to choose engineering for learning and fun. ten science 
centres collaborated with schools to develop 10 handson lesson 
plans. Ecsite is running an advocacy campaign directed at decision 
makers to boost engineering in school curricula and science centre 
programmes.
2013 highlights: lessons were created and piloted in schools and 
science centres. training sessions were organised by partners, 
aiming to reach 1,000 teachers. Ecsite produced a brochure aimed 
at decision makers and organised advocacy events. several sessions 
relating to engineering were on offer at the 2013 annual conference.
Tangible benefits for all Ecsite members: Pick from 10 freely 
available problemsolving workshop plans. If they need convincing, 
show your stakeholders the beautiful advocacy brochure.

engineerproject.eu

ENGINEEr 

facIlItatIng EngagEmEnt of adults In scIEncE and 
tEchnology
In a nutshell: creating a European model for developing and 
delivering informal science workshops for families
Timeframe: december 2011  november 2013
European programme: lifelong learning Programme (llP)
coordinator: Ecsite
Ecsite members involved: 7
Project description: fEast builds on the success of 
another European project, PIlots, that worked towards the 
professionalization of explainers in science centres and museums. 
this time, participants focussed on a specific target audience: 
parents. their role as learning catalysts was explored and a method 
drawn up to develop activities fostering their involvement as 
confident and knowledgeable science educators of their children. 
2013 highlights: five science centres and museums each developed 
and tested an activity, paying particular attention to is replicability 
in other countries. Participating parents were encouraged to join 
an online platform to sustain interest after the workshop. a fiveday 
course open to all explainers worldwide was held at nEmo science 
centre (amsterdam) in september 2013. Participants learnt to run 
each of the five activities and shared experiences on engaging 
adults and parents in informal learning interactions. 
Tangible benefits for all Ecsite members: you want to work 
with families? read up a very digestible summary of parents’ 
role in informal learning settings, download material to deliver 
five different sessions or create your own workshop (available in 
different languages) and join an open platform where parents and 
professionals reflect on their experiences.  

feastportal.eu

FEaST

Any project which enthuses young people  
for engineering is worth doing.  

engineering is the link between science  
and the economy and we need our best young 

people to consider this as a career.
Pr. anne glover, chief scientific advisor to the President,

European commission

1 the EngInEEr advocacy brochure, 
an ingenious publication including  
a paper plane building kit 
© christian aschman

2 EngInEEr session at the deutsches 
museum (munich, germany) 
© deutsches museum   
Eleni Wittbrodt

3 Intergenerational learning at 
teknikens hus (luleå, sweden) as 
part of the fEast project

1

3

2
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a year 
in European collaborations

synthEtIc bIology – EngagIng WIth nEW and EmErgIng 
scIEncE and tEchnology In rEsPonsIblE govErnancE 
of thE scIEncE and socIEty rElatIonshIP
In a nutshell:  fostering responsible research and Innovation (rrI) 
in the new field of synthetic biology
Timeframe: july 2013  october 2017
European programme: 7th framework Programme (fP7) – mml 
project (mobilization and mutual learning)
coordinator: karlsruhe Institute of technology (germany)
Ecsite role: Partner, in charge of Public Involvement work package
Ecsite members involved: 8
Project description: the project engages stakeholders and the 
public in an open dialogue concerning synthetic biology’s potential 
benefits and risks and explores possibilities for its “collaborative 
shaping” on the basis of public participation. Ecsite brings together 
stakeholders to share expertise, learn from each other and develop 
a common understanding of crucial aspects of synthetic biology, 
later used to create and deliver public engagement activities. 
outcomes will inform the collaborative shaping of guidelines for the 
development of rrI governance policies.
2013 highlights: very start of Ecsite’s involvement, planning for a first 
knowledge and mutual learning workshop taking place in april 2014.
Tangible benefits for all Ecsite members: you only have a vague idea 
of what synthetic biology actually is? find out more online and join 
discussion platforms open to all. stay tuned: a toolkit on synthetic 
biology public engagement will be available later on in the project!  

synenergene.eu

SYNENErGENE 

knoWlEdgE IncubatIon In InnovatIon and crEatIon 
for scIEncE
In a nutshell: artscience innovation
Timeframe: february 2012 – january 2015
European programme: 7th framework Programme (fP7)
Ecsite role: coordinator, in charge of two work packages: “Project 
management and Evaluation” and “Enabling young adults’ creativity 
and innovation potential”
Ecsite members involved: 13
Project description: kiics builds bridges between arts, science 
and technology. the project is giving life to a series of incubation 
processes between artists and scientists and a programme aimed 
at young adults, experimenting creative ways of nurturing youth 
interest in science.
2013 highlights: Incubator partners organized “incubation modules” 
involving scientists, artists and innovation experts who put their 
creative energies together around a particular theme like “smart 
cities” or “music and neuroscience”. the project organised an 
interactive workshop to create “intelligent clothes” linking fashion, 
art and technology at the 2013 European union contest for young 
scientists (Eucys) in Prague. Participating science centres and 
museums implemented the programme’s component aimed at 
young adults, working in panEuropean groups on topics ranging 
from fashion to tourism and mobility.
Tangible benefits for all Ecsite members: use the “doityourself 
Incubation kit” containing methodological and advocacy tools to be 
released in 2014.

kiics.eu

KiicS 

dIssEmInatIng EducatIonal scIEncE InnovatIon & 
rEsEarch In EuroPE
In a nutshell: disseminating science education research results to 
science engagement practitioners
Timeframe: december 2011 – november 2013
European programme: llP (lifelong learning Programme)
coordinator: European schoolnet (Eun)
Ecsite role: Partner, responsible for implementing online discussion 
Events and workshops with science centres and museums, as well as 
with science communicators at large.  
Project description: dEsIrE was launched to help the dissemination 
of new developments and innovative practices in science education to 
practitioners like teachers and explainers. the project helped identify 
obstacles and define strategies to reach different target audiences.
2013 highlights: Production of the “reach out toolkit”, available in 
English, spanish, french and Italian (see below).
Tangible benefits for all Ecsite members: you are a running a project 
resulting in a brilliant learning tool and want to tell the world about it? 
open the “reach out toolkit”: you will find advice on how to reach 
teachers, project managers, policy makers and event organisers 
and how to make your results sustainable. Includes handy annexes 
listing free tools and new ideas to disseminate your science project 
outcomes and publicly accessible science education websites.

desire.eun.org

In a nutshell: Engaging stakeholders and citizens in a participatory 
dialogue and in a mutual learning process to empower actors on 
societal issues related to the ocean
Timeframe: june 2012 – november 2015
European programme: 7th framework Programme (fP7) – science 
in society – mml project (mobilization and mutual learning)
coordinator: nausIcaa national sea Experience centre (boulogne
surmer, france)
Ecsite role: Project partner, in charge of the “Implementation of 
consultation Process” work package
Ecsite members involved: 9
Project description: sea for society started with a wide consultation 
phase involving stakeholders and citizens, based on the principles 
of participatory dialogue and aiming to raise awareness and identify 
top challenges in our daily interactions with the sea. these results 
will inform the project’s mobilisation phase, advocating a collective 
vision for sustainable marine environments and feeding into the core 
concept of the project: the “blue society” vision. 
2013 highlights: consultation phase: Each geographical area 
conducted consultations on specific marinerelated issues. Ecsite 
and the j.E.cairnes school of business & Economics (national 
university of Ireland galway) conducted a metaanalysis of 
consultation outcomes at European level. Ecsite then conducted 
metaanalysis at European level.
Tangible benefits for all Ecsite members: you want to create 
a workshop or exhibition on marine topics? Watch a video to 
familiarize yourself with the “blue society” concept and download 
dissemination material in a diversity of languages. you’re interested 
in citizen or stakeholder consultation methodology? Plenty of 
resources available online.  

seaforsociety.eu

DESIrE Sea for Society

a year 
in European collaborations

If you ask five people to define  
synthetic biology, you will get six answers.

kristala l. j. Prather,  
associate Professor with tenure at mIt  

(boston, united states)

Sea for Society is a unique opportunity to 
draw from the shared expertise of diverse 
organisations and to engage with citizens on 
major issues for our future. Science centres 
play a very special role in this process, as 
interface between all actors, and catalysts for 
public dialogue.
manuel cira, head of cultural services, nausIcaa national 
sea Experience centre (boulognesurmer, france)

sea for society 
stakeholder 
consultation in Portugal
© daniel Espírito santo
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ExPLoRiNG NEW PossiBiLitiEs -  
tHE EcsitE FuNdRaisiNG coMMittEE

created in 2012, the fundraising committee was particularly 
active in 2013. corporations were identified as the main 
fundraising target and will be reached using a tailoredmade 
corporate partnerships brochure. Ecsite now offers four different 
packages to corporations and other institutional donors: 
depending on their target group, they can become Event Partners, 
science centres Partners, Project Partners or lead Partners. In 
order to implement this strategy, a new position was created at 
the Ecsite Executive office to support lucy schweingruber in her 
fundraising mission: Pedro albuquerque, business development 
manager (joining april 2014).  

Fundraising committee Members
svein anders dahl (chair), managing director,  

vilvite, bergen vitensenter as (norway)
Michiel Buchel, general director,  

science center nEmo (amsterdam, netherlands)
Louise W. B. Emerson, head of business  

and commercial strategy, natural history  
museum (london, united kingdom)

Robert Firmhofer, director,  
copernicus science centre (Warsaw, Poland)

Lucy schweingruber, member services manager,  
Ecsite (brussels, belgium)

catherine Franche, Executive director,  
Ecsite (brussels, belgium)

EvENt PaRtNERs

national geographics Entertainment 
(nationalgeographic.com) and reald3d (reald.com) sponsored 
the directors forum (Pavilhão do conhecimento – ciência viva, 
lisbon, 20 – 21 november 2013).

 

PRoJEct PaRtNER:  
EcsitE aNd Esa BuiLdiNG a PaRtNERsHiP to sHaRE 
EuRoPEaN acHiEvEMENts iN sPacE

In early 2012, the European space agency (Esa) and Ecsite 
began to combine their strengths in content, networks and 
capacities in order to reach the largest European audience 
possible. 
“together,” says fernando doblas, head of Esa’s communication 
department, “we are implementing a partnership project aiming 
at sharing European space achievements with our fellow citizens, 
thanks to the leverage provided by European science centres 
and museums. 
“further to the approval of the space thematic group by the 
Ecsite board in november 2012, we are now supporting the 
Ecsite ‘hook up with rosetta’ project, which involves more than 
40 science centres and museums from 12 Esa member states.”
“this partnership with Ecsite is strategically important for Esa,” 
adds mr doblas, “because science centres and museums are 
trusted by the public as independent sources of information. 
It is also their daily business to share scientific and technical 
achievements with a public of all ages.”

www.esa.int
www.esa.int/exhibitions

Partnerships

EcsitE coRPoRatE 
PaRtNERs

Ecsite counted ten corporate 
partners in 2013. they support 
our network and are proud to 
share Ecsite’s commitment for 
science public engagement.

archImEdEs - movIng scIEncE 
archImEdEs-ExhIbItIons.dE

bruns IntErnatIonal
bruns.nl

ExhIbIts.nl

ExPology as
ExPlology.no

magIan dEsIgn studIo
magIan.com

tEknIkEns hus
tEknIkEns-hus.sE

robEtoy
robEtoy.sE

sky-skan EuroPE gmbh
skyscan.com

skyPoInt srl
skyPoInt.It

tEchnIQuEst
tEchnIQuEst.org

1 a useful tool: Ecsite’s new corporate 
Partnerships brochure 
© christian aschman

2 artist’s impression of the rosetta 
orbiter deploying the Philae lander  
© Esa–j. huart, 2013

1
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Auditor’s report to the general meeting of the annual assembly of 
members of the European Collaborative for Science Industry and 
Technology Exhibitions A.I.S.B.L. on the financial statements for the 
year ended 31 December 2013. In accordance with the statutory 
requirements, we report to you on the performance of our mandate of 
auditor. This report contains our opinion on the financial statements 
as well as the required additional comments.

unqualified opinion on the financial statements
We have audited the financial statements for the year ending 31 
december 2013, prepared in accordance with the financial reporting 
framework applicable in belgium, which show a balance sheet total of 
€ 2.635.319 and a profit of € 35.009.

Responsibility of the board of directors for the preparation  
and fair presentation of the financial statements
the board of directors is responsible for the preparation and fair pres
entation of the financial statements. this responsibility includes: de
signing, implementing and maintaining internal control relevant to the 
preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free 
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; selecting 
and applying appropriate accounting policies; and making accounting 
estimates that are reasonable in the circumstances.

Responsibility of the auditor
our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements 
based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with the le
gal requirements and the auditing standards applicable in belgium, as 
issued by the Institute of registered auditors. those standards require 
that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.
In accordance with these standards, we have performed procedures 
to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the fi
nancial statements. the procedures selected depend on our judgment, 
including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the 
financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.
In making those risk assessments, we have considered internal control 
relevant to the company’s preparation and
fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the company’s 
internal control. We have evaluated the appropriateness of accounting 
policies used, the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates 

made by the company and the presentation of the financial statements, 
taken as a whole. 
finally, we have obtained from the board of directors and the company’s 
officials the explanations and information necessary for executing our 
audit procedures. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained 
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

opinion
In our opinion, the financial statements for the year ended 31 december 
2013 give a true and fair view of the company’s financial position and 
the results of its operations in accordance with the financial reporting 
framework applicable in belgium.

additional comments
the preparation and assessment of the information should be included 
in the director’s report and the company’s compliance with the require
ments of the company code (Wetboek van vennootschappen/code 
des sociétés) and its articles of association are the responsibility of the 
board of directors.
our responsibility is to include in our report the following additional 
comments, which do not modify the scope of our opinion on the finan
cial statements:
  the directors’ report deals with the information required by law and 

is consistent with the financial statements. We are, however, unable 
to comment on the description of the principal risks and uncertain
ties which the company is facing, and on its financial situation, its 
foreseeable evolution or the significant influence of certain facts 
on its future development. We can nevertheless confirm that the 
matters disclosed do not present any obvious inconsistencies with 
the information that we became aware of during the performance of 
our mandate.

  Without prejudice to formal aspects of minor importance, the ac
counting records were maintained in accordance with the legal and 
regulatory requirements applicable in belgium.

  We do not have to report any transactions undertaken or decisions tak
en in violation of the company’s articles of association or the company 
code. the appropriation of the results proposed to the shareholders’ 
meeting complies with the legal and statutory provisions.

Financials diegem, march 31, 2014
Ernst & young 
réviseurs d’Entreprises sccrl
represented by
herman van den abeele
partner

iNcoME 1.435.567  2.520.658

Services to members 1.435.567  2.486.658
membership fees 261.910  263.230
annual conference   
     conference 361.728  458.838
     business bistro 211.750  207.730
directors’ forum 7.410  3.600
trainings 5.700  52.301
collaborative projects 586.688  1.500.367
other 381  592
Development   34.000
fundraising    14.000
Esa  space thematic group    20.000
use of Ecsite  strategic reserve

assEts > 1 YEaR

fixed assets   14.463
sub total assets > 1 year  14.463

cuRRENt assEts 

Ec guarantee fund   334.331
receivable   118.286
amounts receivable Ec projects and vat   631.243
cash in hand and deposit    1.527.104
deferred charges   4.776
accrued income   1.670
sub total current assets  2.617.409

totaL assEts   2.631.872

LiaBiLitiEs > 1 YEaR

reserves of the association   471.706
Provisions for charges   141.868
sub total liabilities > 1 year  613.574

aMouNt PaYaBLE 

long term liabilities   132.100
debtors  payable   228.739
advance received on contracts   1.157.289
social charges, taxes, remunerations   142.123
amounts payable   Ec project   227.051
accrued charges   6.325
deferred income   124.670
sub total  current liabilities  2.018.298

totaL LiaBiLitiEs   2.631.872

costs -1.389.592  -2.432.410

Services to members 982.560  1.970.672
annual conference
     conference  338.709  398.188
     business bistro 20.537  27.346
directors’ forum 11.258  6.825
trainings 8.347  52.301
communication    32.038
     communication tools 11.673 
     strenghten the brand 2.000 
Ecsite stats 4.240  2.305
collaborative projects 585.796  1.451.669
Development   21.312
fundraising 
     operational   5.786
     Personnel costs   920
Project development   14.606
Operational costs 348.433  421.269
Personnel head office 113.528  202.328
travel 23.698  15.783
accounting, social & legal  fees 97.524  94.740
facility costs 78.464  80.640
other 35.219  27.778
Provisions 58.599  19.156
social liabilities 
other liabilities 58.599  19.156

EBitda 45.975  88.248

depreciation 15.495  9.242
Written off   47.551  44.961
financial Income   22.315  8.140
financial charges 4.470  7.176

GaiN/LossEs oN oRdiNaRY activitiEs 774  35.009

PROFIT & LOSS ACCOUNTS BASED ON ANALyTICAL COSTS AS 
PER DECEMBER 31, 2013 IN EURO

BALANCE SHEET AS PER DECEMBER 31, 2013 IN EURO

ACCOUNTS 2012 ACCOUNTS 2013

(a)
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the Ecsite Executive office

at your service

tHEY MadE 2013 

catherine Franche
 Executive director
antonio Gomes da costa
 PlacEs Project manager
didier Laval
 Project manager
Luisa Marino
 Project manager
Marzia Mazzonetto
 senior Project manager
Lucy schweingruber
 Event and fundraising 

manager
anne urger
 office manager
Mariette Wennmacher
 Executive administrative
Maria Zolotonosa
 Project manager
Emma Wadland
 communications manager

tHEY WiLL BE MaKiNG 2014 

catherine Franche
 Executive director � � �

Pedro albuquerque
 business development  

manager � 2 �

Julie Becker
 communications manager � 3 �

antonio Gomes da costa
 PlacEs Project manager � 4 �

audrey Korczyńska
 Project manager � 5 �

Luisa Marino
 Project manager � 6 �

Marzia Mazzonetto
 senior Project manager � 7 �

Lucy schweingruber
 member services manager � 8 �

anne urger
 administrator � 9 �

Mariette Wennmacher
 Executive administrative � 10 �

Maria Zolotonosa
 Project manager � 11 �

GEt iN toucH, staY tuNEd 

Ecsite
avenue louise 89/7 luizalaan
b-1050 brussels – belgium
office phone  +32 2 649 73 83
Fax     +32 2 647 50 98
General enquiries  info@ecsite.eu
corporate partnerships  corporate@ecsite.eu
communications  communications@ecsite.eu
Web   www.ecsite.eu

E-news 
 sign up on our website’s front page
twitter 
 follow @Ecsite 
Facebook 
 join discussions on the page “Ecsite, the European network  

of science centres and museums”
Linkedin 
 join the group “science centres and museums in Europe”
Youtube 
 watch the Ecsite Executive office channel 
Flickr 
 browse through hundreds of pictures on  

the “Ecsite Executive office” page
issuu 
 leaf through Spokes and other Ecsite publications 
 on the Ecsite Executive office publisher’s page.
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