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Anna Tsing:
“Contamination as Collaboration”

“changing with 
circumstances is the stuff 
of survival”



Anna Tsing:
“Contamination as Collaboration”

“This book argues that staying alive—for 
every species— requires livable
collaborations. 
Collaboration means working across 
difference, which leads to contamination. 
Without collaborations, we all die.” (p.28)



WHY?
• Learning to live on a changing 

planet
• Care for our planet: human and 

more-than-human inhabitants
• Collaboration and collective 

action
• Critical science education



Our Consortium

• Formal, non-formal and adult [science] education
• Science communication, art-science, citizen science
• Co-creation, co-design, stakeholder & community engagement
• Design 
• Social innovation
• Psychology & neuroscience for climate action

🌍🌍 11 partners in 9 countries: Ireland, UK, Belgium, Switzerland Portugal 
(Azorzes), Greece, Cyprus, Serbia, Slovenia
💶💶 Funded by European Commission, UKRI & SERI (2023 – 2026)





“The middle is where the bulk of the work happens, where plans change, where unexpected 
negotiations and comprises crop up. This is true temporally and in terms of participation 
and collaboration. 

Our focus is on complementary and contradictory knowledges and ways of knowing, 
institutional resources and constraints, and strategies for making transformative change. 
We explore the temporal middle of partnerships as a series of opportunities for learning and 
growing, caring for one another, and building solidarity spaces together” 



Temp

“changing with circumstances is the stuff of survival”



Be patient…the mushrooms will come

• Humans at the centre – nurture relationships
• Build these relationships with people over time so that we can trust 

each other and understand each other's priorities, principles, and 
commitments. 

• Be understanding and adaptable to each other's institutional 
constraints, pressures, and opportunities.

• Eat your own dog food! 



Stay in Touch! 
mairead.hurley@tcd.ie

info@leversforclimate.eu
LEVERS website www.leversforclimate.eu coming soon!

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are 
however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the European Union or the European Research Executive Agency 
(REA). Neither the European Union nor the REA can be held responsible 
for them. 
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