
Wellcome Collection 
Skeletons:  Our buried bones

Tour dates: Available 2021
Size of exhibition: Flexible – from 250m2

Target Audience: 14+ but suitable for all
Hire fee : No hire fee – host venues to cover all associated 

installation/de-installation costs including 
transport and insurance

Min & max hire period: 3 – 9 months

What’s New In Touring Exhibitions 1
ECSITE Annual Conference, Copenhagenhttps://youtu.be/VaMwzs2sh0s



Wellcome Collection is a museum and library 
which aims to challenge the way we all think 
and feel about health.  We create opportunities 
for people to think deeply about the 
connections between life, art, medicine and 
science.



Wellcome is a global charitable 
foundation that exists to improve 
health by helping great ideas to 
thrive.  





















We are seeking 3 – 5 venues in major cities across Europe to host the exhibition.

There are no hire fees but host venues are to cover all costs associated with hosting the 
exhibition including installation and deinstallation, transport and insurance.

Venues are responsible for the loan and costs of all skeletons, including those from the 
Museum of London.

“Compelling… this show probes the most intimate recesses of 
human experiences” Times

To host the exhibition you will need: Wellcome Collection will provide:
• Access to skeleton collections (your own 

or other locally excavated skeletons)
• A gallery of at least 250m2

• Environmentally-controlled conditions

• Display cases and lightboxes
• Newly commissioned photographs of the 

burial sites
• Design and marketing toolkits



Rachel Sturgis
Touring Exhibitions Manager

r.sturgis@wellcome.ac.uk



NOTES

SLIDE 1 -

SLIDE 2 - Wellcome Collection is a free museum and library in central London which aims to challenge how we think and feel about health by connecting life, art, medicine and 
science.

SLIDE 3 - Wellcome Collection is part of Wellcome, a global charitable foundation that exists to improve health by helping great ideas thrive.  

Both politically and financially independent, Wellcome funds science and health research.

SLIDE 4 - I am here today to talk to you about Skeletons:  Our buried bones, a partnership project between Wellcome Collection and Museum of London.

The original Skeletons exhibition was shown at Wellcome Collection in 2008 and in 2016 we re-visited the exhibition and created a 3 venue UK regional tour which travelled to 
Glasgow, Bristol and Leeds.

We are now seeking 3 – 5 venues in major cities across Europe to work with us to host the exhibition.

SLIDE 5 - Drawn in part from the Museum of London’s astonishing collection of over 20,000 skeletons spanning 16 centuries, this touring exhibition examines the bones of some of 
those who lived, died and are buried beneath us. 

For this new European version of the exhibition we will work with venues to display skeletons from their own collections or locally excavated skeletons alongside those from the 
Museum of London.



SLIDE 6 - Through careful scientific analysis led by experts from the Museum of London working with each venue, skeletons will reveal their own stories, allowing us fascinating 
insights into the times in which these individuals lived and the health hazards of the day. 

SLIDE 7 - Skeletons can tell us about how a person may have lived.  This skeleton excavated from the Cross Bones cemetery for paupers and prostitutes, shows two conditions 
associated with London’s poor in the 19th century. The scarring on the skull is from ulcerated lesions caused by syphilis and you can see evidence of tooth decay. 

SLIDE 8 - This skeleton shows the impact of what we do above ground, you can see the green discolouration of the bones and teeth caused by cooper passing through the ground from 
London’s Royal Mint built on the same site. 

SLIDE 9 - The simplicity of the exhibition design is key to the creative vision. The skeletons are displayed in cases against black gravel, with minimal distraction.  

This emphasises the impact of entering the gallery whilst offering a respectful environment and giving visitors a chance to focus on the scientific analysis of the pathology and health of 
each individual.

SLIDE 10 - Newly commissioned photography of the local burial sites are displayed alongside each skeleton creating a poignant connection between the death of an individual who 
may have lived hundreds or thousands of years before us, and the cities which are homes to millions of Europeans today.   

SLIDE 11 - Venues are encouraged to create their own ‘lab’ areas to enhance the content and tell more detailed stories about their local skeletons and to develop additional public 
programming to accompany the exhibition.

SLIDE 12 - The exhibition is aimed at a 14 plus audience but suitable for all ages.  By including local skeletons host venues have the opportunity to showcase and shed new light on 
their collections.

SLIDE 13 - There are no hire fees for the exhibition, but you will need to cover all installation and de-installation costs including insurance and transport.   

You will need access to your own or locally excavated skeletons.  Venues will be responsible for managing the loans and associated costs for all skeletons, including those from 
Museum of London.


